Friedrich has still his hopes of Bavaria, so grandiloquent are the French in regard to it; who but would hope ? The French diplomatise to all lengths in Miinchen, promising seas and mountains; but they perform little; in an effectual manner, nothing. Bavarian ' Army raised to 60,000,' counts in fact little above half that number; with no General to it but an imaginary one; Scgur's actual French contingent, instead of 25,000 is perhaps 12,000 ;—and so of other things. Add to all which, Seckendorf is there, not now as War-General, but as extra-official ' Adviser'; busier than ever, —' scandalous old traitor !' say the French; — and Friedrich may justly fear that Bavaria will go, by collapse, a bad road for him.
Friedrich, a week or two after the Kaiser's death, seeing Bavarian and French things in such a hypothetic state, instructs his Ambassador at London to declare his, Friedrich's, perfect readiness and wish for Peace : ' Old Treaty of Breslau and Berlin made indubitable to me; the rest of the quarrel has, by decease of the Kaiser, gone to air.1 To which the Britannic Majesty, rather elated at this time, as all Pragmatic people are, answers somewhat in a careless way, ' Well, if the others like it!' and promises that he will propose it in the proper quarter. So that henceforth there is always a hope of Peace through England; as well as contrariwise, especially till Bavaria settle itself (in April next), a hope of great assistance from the French. Here are potentialities and counter-potentialities, which make the Bavarian Intricacy very agitating to the young King, while it lasts. And indeed his world is one huge imbroglio of Potentialities and Diplomatic Intricacies, agitating to behold. Concerning which we have again to remark how these huge Spectres of Diplomacy, now filling Friedrich's world, came mostly in result to Nothing;—shaping themselves wholly, for or against, in exact proportion, direct or inverse, to the actual Quantity of Battle and effective Performance that happened to be found in Friedrich himself. Diplomatic Spectralities, wide